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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A BIBLE STORY. 


History informs us of a certain nobleman inthe East whe 
had two sons. Nothing in particular is said.of their early 
childhood. They were probably educated in all the ele- 
gance and luxury which were so common among rich 
families in those countries. When the youngest 
son arrived at that age in which it was customary for 
young men to act for themselves, he demanded of his father 
that portion of his estate which he considered his due. Per- 
haps the father had previously intimated to them in what 
manner he should dispose of his property, and had offered 
to each one his share of the estate. We are told, however, 
that the indulgent parent complied with the request of his 
son and made a division of his property between his two 
children. Soon after this the younger son gathered together 
the fruits of his father’s bounty and took his journey into 
a far country. What arguments this young man made use 
of to reconcile his father to this plan, the history does not in- 
form us. May we not conjecture that he painted in glow- 
ing colours the advantages of trade? In those times, and in 
those countries, there were few if any regular merchants, 
who conducted business by system, as at the present day 
among us. Most of the trafficing was done by persons who 
travelled from place to place, carrying their goods upon 
camels or dromedaries, and exchanging them for gold or sil- 
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ver, or precious stones. In this way many acquired mula 
wealth. ‘This young man wished to conceal from his affec- 
tionate parent his real motive in going from home : he there- 
fore pretended that some important advantage would be 
gained by a removal. Alas! how many youth adopt the 
most unworthy measures to impose upon their parents! 
They find out the way to a father’s heart, and then they be- 
siege it until they have gaiffed their purpose. Under various 
pretences of a plausible and honest nature they will wring 
trom him the means to gratify their appetites. His affection, 
and his confidence in their integrity, prevent any suspicion 
from arising in his bosom, and he continues to deal out the 
fruits of his industry until he is alarmed. He dees not sus- 
pect that any thing is wrong, perhaps, until his son is con- 
firmed in the habits of intemperance and debauchery. Let 
me here drop a word respecting the baseness and ingrati- 
tude of those children who abuse the goodness of their pa- 
rents, and hang upon their affection until by false pretences 
they have drawn from them the means of destroying them- 
selves. But our history relates that this young man retired 
toa great distance from his father’s house before he com- 
menced his career of lewdness and rioting. Whatever he 
might have pretended, it is too evident that he designed to 
take his fill of pleasure when he asked for the portion of 
goods which fell to his share. And we must give him the 
credit of some ingenuousness for removing so far from his fa- 
ther, that the good old man could neither see or hear of his 
wickedness, Many dissipated young men have no regard 
to the feelings of their parents, but will compel them to wit- 
ness their revellings and licentiousness. But this unhappy 
youth was so kind as to spare the feelings of his indulgent 
father, after he had resolved on a course of vice. ‘The: his- 
tory adds that he “ devoured his substance with riotous liv- 
ing.” Pause for a moment and reflect on this expressive 
language. “ He devoured his substance.” You have seen 
a hungry dog devour the mess which was placed before him. 
You wondered at the voracious appetite of the animal, which 
urged him to swallow with so much greediness the food set 
before him. But the lusts of men are more rapacious still. 
How soon will they devour the goods, whigi if used with mo- 
deration would afford a comfortable subsistence for many 






Kia id es od cals 


< 


OT ai hare ieclat cote lng eb Satan 


tienen Shah 


AAD y.- mar A 


A Bible Story. $9 


wtars. We have seen a young man set out in life with a plen- 
‘iful fortune, which, if it had been prudently managed, weuld 
have enabled the possessor to do great good in the world. 
With it he might have fed the hungry, clothed the naked, . 
delivered the oppressed, protected the orphan, caused the 
widow’s heart to sing for joy, and scattered the blessings of 
the gospel over no small part of the dark and benighted 
world. But alas, we have seen this fortune melt away like 
the snows which fall in the spring when the sun rises in his 
strength. Rioting, and drunkenness, chambering and wan- 
tonness, devoured it with a rapidity which startled every one 
who lived in a prudent and virtuous manner. ‘The money 
of this headstrong and vicious young man was soon expend- 
ed. When he set off upon his journey he was full of life and 
activity ; he fancied himself in the morning of a bright and 
beautiful day, which would never be obscured by a cloud. 
Little did he think of those dark storms which were gather- 
ing to overcast the evening and beat upon his miserable and 
guilty head. When his means of gratifying his appetite 
were gone, the intoxication soon subsided, and he awaked 
from his dreams of pleasure to a sense of his forlorn condi~ 
tion. 


“ Vicious pleasure ! what art thou, in truth ? & 
“'The torrent’s smoothness o’er it dash below.” 


Fruition is the grave of sensual pleasures. They leave 
nothing in the mind which can afford satisfaction in the re- 
view. Not so with virtuous actions. He who deals his 
bread to the hungry finds that it “ is blessed to give.” 
His alms go up for a memorial before God, and the joy which 
thrills through his bosom is like the breat of the morning, 
wafting to the early traveller the fragrance of the flowers 
which the dews of the night have detained. But the history 
further states, that when this youth had spent all, there arose 
a mighty famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 
The providence of God contributed to his wretchedness. 
The sins of men commonly find them out. Those who 
waste their substance in riotous living, as well as “the slug- 
gard who will not plough by reason of the cold,” must expect 
“to beg in harvest and have nothing.” “The wicked- 
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ness of men often corrects them.” So it happened in the 
case before us. ‘The prodigal had spent all, and now he 
felt his wretchedness. His ample fortune might have com- 
manded the comforts of life, although they had become 
scarce. “ But hunger will break through stone walls,” and 
will rouse those to exertion who will continue in indolence, 
while they can obtain even the coarsest food. The unhappy 
youth was obliged to look about him for some employment. 
We have reason to believe that his habits of dissipation were 
well known to the community, that they disqualified him for 
any honourable calling, or that he had become so abandoned 


that no one would employ him in any reputable work. He 


was therefore obliged to accept of the most menial service, 
viz. that of tending swine. Among the ancient Greeks the 
principal swineherd was looked upon as an officer of no in- 
considerable rank; as evidently appears from the figure 
which Eumceus makes in the Odyssey of Homer. He had 
servants under his command, and was admitted toa respect- 
able station in the household of his lord. But in the case of 
this youth, the occupation was of the very meanest kind, and 
he was driven to accept it from the most imperious necessity. 
If we suppose that he was a Jew, and take into considera~ 
tion the extreme odiousness in which that people held swine, 
the degelliition to which that young man was reduced must ap- 
pear still greater. But even in his filthy employment he was 
not supplied with the necessaries of life. His employer 
would not even give him comfortable food as a recompense 
for his services. His hunger became so severe that he was 
obliged to feed on the husks of which the swine eat. Those 
who have travelled in the Eastern countries do not exactly 
agree as to the food here referred to. Some have supposed 
it was the fruit of the carrub tree, and others that it was the 
locust, which bears a large pod, inclosing a coarse fruit of a 
milky kind, of which swine are fond, though it is very dis- 
gusting to the taste of men. We may be certain that it was 
not very agreeable to the young man, though it helped to 
support life. In his present condition he found no friends : 
though many were acquainted with his wants, “no man 
gave unto him.” He was probably reproached by some for 
his former extravagance and folly, and others were willing 
that he sheuld taste’the wormwood and the gall as a punish« 
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sent for his vices. How long he continued in this situation 
we are not informed. The loathsome nature of his occupa- 
tion, the scantiness and coarseness of his food, together with 
the taunts and insults which he undoubtedly received from. 
those above him, brought down his pride and turned his 
thoughts upon himself. The vicious course he had run, now 
appeared to him in its true colours. It is satd “ he came to 
himself.” Whilst he was rioting with harlots he seemed to 
be infatuated. Sin often destroys the faculties of the mind, 
or rather it so blinds the understanding, and hurries men 
along in the most ruinous practices, that they appear to be 
beside themselves; and when the intoxication is over, they 
look back with astonishment upon their career, and can 
scarcely believe what is told them of their conduct. ‘The 
sufferings of this young man produced a salutary effect upon 
his heart. He condemned himself for his folly and bit- 
terly lamented his departure from the patiis of virtuous inde- 
pendence and peace. Herecalled to mind the condition of 
his father’s servants, so much superior to hisown. They had 
bread enough and were kindly treated, but he was perishing 
with hunger. “I will arise,” said he, “and go to my fa- 
ther, and will say to him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthysto be call- 
ed thy son, make me as one of thy hired servants.” Poor, 
degraded youth! here vas indeed an indication of a sound 
mind, and what is still better, of a penitent and humbled 
heart. Pride was how subdued, and he seemed anxious to re- 
pair the injury he had done his affectionate father, by in- 
genuously confessing his sins. A proud, high-minded young 
man, who had departed from the path of duty, and incurred 
the just displeasure of his father, will never return to him 
until a change takes place in his heart, unless he has assur- 
ance of being reinstated into his favour and condition as a 
child. Parents often are obliged to make the first overtures, 
and ever solicit a return. But this youth was ashamed of 
his conduct; the grace of God had touched his heart, and 
he was desirous of throwing himself at the feet of his inuch 
mjured father, and imploring his forgiveness. He did not 
think of being acknowledged in the character of a child, and 
of being restored to those privileges which he had so justly 
forfeited. No, he was reconciled to the idea of living in his 
4* 
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father’s family in the capacity of a servant; he would even 
endure to see his elder brother treated with the affection and 
_ respect of a son, while he associated only with hired serv- 
/) ants. “ He arose and went to his father.” And what re- 
' | ception do you suppose he met with ? Do youthink the good | 
) ‘man, irritated at being deceived, accused him of ingratitude ? 2 
m | Did he reproach him with his crimes, and hold him ata dis- 
‘tance, or treat him with coldness? Did he say to him, “ I 
} foresaw it would come to this; you was ever a headstrong, 
{profligate youth, and you have turned out much as J feared : 339 | 
_ No, nothing of this escaped him. “ He saw his son when 5 
) he was a great way off,” and though covered with rags and 
> emaciated with disease and hard living, he recognized him. 
_| Much altered, he must have been; but the penetrating eye 
, of a father could perceive the traces of an image once so 
* dear to him, and never obliterated from his heart. He felt 
the yearnings of a father towards a prodigal, but penitent 
 @ son, and “ he ran, and fell upon his neck and kissed him.” 
| @ This was indeed a tender scene, and I doubt whether many 
| # couldhave witnessed it without emotion. The son ingenuous- 
| ly confessed his fault, arid declared that he was unworthy to be 
'°) acknowledged as a son, and he probably would have request- 
ed to be taken into his family as a servant. But the tender fa- 
¥ __sither was so delighted at seeing his son return from his wander- 
y _ ings, a true penitent, that he immediately gave orders to his 
‘| servants “ to bring forth the best robe and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.” 
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: ti The children of rich parents in the East wore feng robes, 

' which servants were never allowed to do, so that the direc- 

' | tion given respecting the garments for the prodigal, and the 
ornaments for his hand, clearly indicated, that he was to be ‘ 


reinstated to the honours ofa son. Whata happy change in 
his circumstances! He was immediately raised from that de- 
gradation to which his vices and follies had reduced him, to | 
' | a state of respectability. He had lately been most wretched _ 
' and forlorn, and he was now happy in the assurarice of his : 
father’s forgiveness and affection. But the good man did not 
suffer the demonstration of his joy to rest here. He invited 
his friends and neighbours to come and participate in his 
| | felicity, and to welcome home a beloved son, whom he had 
'- || long considered as lost to the world, to himself and to vir- j 
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tue. “ Bring hither the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
make merry : for this my son was dead and is alive, was lost 
and is found.” ‘* Those who live in pleasure are dead 
while they live.” This kind father had wept over the delu- - 
sion and profligacy of his child, and probably never expect- 
ed to witness his reformation and repentance. He received 
him, therefore, as one redeemed from the grave; and now, 
the residue of his own days would glide along with a smooth 
and placid current; he would bid adieu to the world with 
feelings of gratitude to God for recovering a beloved son 
from infamy and sorrow, and placing him once more in the 
paths of peace. 

If this story, which we are willing to acknowledge has 
gained nothing by the moral reflections mingled with it, 
should chance to fall into the hands of any youth, beginning 
to feel impatient at the restraints imposed by parental affec- 
tion, we sincerely hope it may induce him to pause and think 
on the consequences of a course of vicious pleasure. How 
bitterly did the prodigal repent of his rashness ! How much 
did he suffer for his folly ! Letthe youth whose heart is bent on 
sensual delights, set down and count the cost before he takes - 
a single step. ‘The way of vice is down hill.” The wise 
man compares it to the letting out of water which has been 
dammed up. At first its current is gentle; but soon it 
wears a wider and wider channel, until the impetuosity of 
the flood everpowers every thing which can be opposed to 
it. No one can say “ thus far will I go and no farther.” 
Most of those who set off in a career of guilty pleasure, press 
forward until their “ feet stumble on the dark mountains” 
and they are overwhelmed in misery. How few, com- 
paratively, ever “think upon their ways and turn their feet 
unto the statutes of the Lord.” Nothing but sovereign. 
grace can arrest the sinner and bring him to himself. O may 
those who now live in serenity and peace, under the direc- 
tion of a wise and tender father, beware of venturing into 
those places where temptations meet them at every step, and 
where they are in danger of making shipwreck of faith and a 
good conscience. But before I conclude, let me ‘invite the 
attention of my young readers to the original design of this 
beautiful story, a paraphrase of which we have here attempt- 
ed. It is recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Luke. It was 
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intended to represent the course of a sinner, who tears him- 
self away from the means of grace and gives himself up to 
his lusts ; the misery in which he is involved; the patience 
and for bearance of God towards him during his wanderings; 
the influence of that discipline which he often employs to 
work repentance in the heart ; and the readiness with which 
he receives him to favour when humbled for his sins. And 
now let me ask the reader, if this may not be improved to 
his own advantage? If you have not commenced a course of 
guilty pleasure, the Scripture represents you as being “ afar 
off” from God; as “alienated from him,’ “ dead in tres- 
passes and sins,” and without any hope of happiness beyond 
this life. You are invited to return unto God in the way of 
repentance, and he encourages you to hope for a gracious ac- 
ceptance. “ He will rejoice over you with joy, he will rest 
in his love.” ‘Though you have forfeited your inheritance, 
he will still be a Father to you, and will confer upon you 
those durable riches which are reserved for those who come 
to him through the mediation of his Son. QO. M. 


Ba 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
IMMORTALITY. 


* Who shall contend with time—unvanquish’d time,, 
The conqueror of conquerors, and Lord 

Of desolation ?—Lo! the shadows fly, 

‘The hours and days, and years and centuries, 
They fly, they fly, and nations rise and fall. 

The young are old, the old are in their graves. 

All to the grave gone down; on their fallen fame 
Exultent, mocking at the pride of fame, 

Sits grim forgetfulness. 

But! forgotten generations live again, 

Assume the bodily shapes they own’d of old, 
Beyond the flood :—the righteous of their times 
Embrace and weep, they weep the tears of joy.” 


No being in the universe ought to be so strongly excited te 
creat and generous actions, vigorous and constant exertion 
‘or the improvement of his nature, as man. 
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A sense of his immortality and a knowledge of his superior- 
ity over every other part of the creation, should lead him to 
act invariably from principles and motives the most elevated 
and pure. Let man never forget that he is destined to im- 
mortality ; and let him never be unmindful in any situation 
of life, whether in the confused tumult of society, or silence 
of solitude—whether his ear is deafened by the jarring 
wheels of mercantile business, or greeted by the sweet ac- 
cents of domestic felicity—whether in the midst of alluring 
pleasure, or necessary employments, that his present actions 
must tell on the decision of his future destiny, whether his 
immortality shall be happy or miserable. The heart is the 
grand fountain of action, see to it that it be pure, let it not 
be too much attached to the things of time, which are of a 
gross and temporal nature, which it must certainly lose and 
that soon ; ; for these will necessarily corrupt the fountain, 
and debase the high character of its existence. Shame on 
that man who degrades his claims to immortality by low, 
grovelling desires, worthless hopes, and worse than ineffi- 
cient endeavours : who looks at the scanty pittance of time 
given him for the morning of his existence, until-eternity . 
casts not the most faint shadow on his moral vision. Is his 
mind of a heavenly origin ? then let the character of his 
desires, hopes and exertions, be worthy their high destina- 
tion ; nor let him neglect the highest possible degree of 
moral cultivation to that mind, which stamps the superiority 
and worth of his existence, for the affairs, distractions, and 
miseries of this short and uncertain life on earth. 

All his intercourse with the world should be most disin- 
terestedly honest. Let him bear and forbear as one whose 
spirit has a supernatural buoyancy, which cannot be over- 
whelmed by the depressing floods of sorrow and suffering 
on this field of trial. No afflictions shall then on him, lose 
their salutary influence. They do not deprive him of, but 
give him an unshaken assurance of his high destiny ; yes, 
he gives, and loses, and sacrifices as one whose riches are 
inexhaustable ; whose happiness is indistructible. 

Immortality gives a double zest to all the sources of hap- 
piness ; he enjoys every delight as one who confidently ex- 
pects to drink from a fountain of far purer pleasure, and 
nobler joy. He constantly pursues that course of elevated 
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action ; in which reason, and Scripture tell him he shali 
rejoice at every retrospection through eternity. Looking 
down the dim vista of time he discovers the judgment of the 
great day, and to the decisions of that time he constantly re- 
fers, as the standard of his actions. By these revolving con- 
templations, the nobility, the majesty of immortality are 
seen resplendent ; have an unceasing and powerful influence 
on all his thoughts, actions, sufferings and enjoyments.— 
These give an importance and value to life which nothing 
else can give. 

We repeat it then, let not man be unmindful of the high- 
est degree of moral attainment, and regard to that spirit, 
which not only proves his relation to angels, but that he is 
the effspring of God. He ought ever to be on the watch 
Jest he wander in the labyrinths of error, until the lights of 
Revelation and conscience cease to light his path; and its 
fatal influence be learned by a miserable eternity-: nor is 
sin in its thousand forms less sure of its ultimate fatality. 
Both are inconsistent and contrary to the principles of God’s 
moral government ; and must forever render us incapable 
of communion with Him, and participation in-the joys of 
heaven. Would you, oh man! be therecipient of a glori- 
ous immortality ? possess the spirit ; practice the precepts ; 
obey all the commands of the Bible : Then shall friends 
contemplate, with emotions ef delight, that rain-bow of hope 
which will brighten around your dying bed; but such a 
hope has its foundation laid, far beyond the sweep of mortal 
tempests and mortal desolations ; yes, it is this which ena- 
bles man to behold the rapid flow of time, the mysterious 
wave of dark vicissitude. This supports when the tender 
fibres of nature break from his heart. It bas a hold on 
heaven unwithered by the cold chill of the grave. How 


_ important that the foundation of this hope be laid in youth, 


and consolidated by a constant course of examination, con- 
templation, and holy activity ; for life is vain, and empty ; 
and valuable only as it relates toeternity. It trembles on 
the dark tempestuous ocean of time; it vanishes like the 
driven shadow, and is no more, is nothing. it is the soul 
that demands our first and constant care ; that noble, in- 
tellectual part, formed susceptible of the highest moral im- 
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Memoir of Ann Ellsworth. 47 
yrovement ; of the most sublime and mighty efforts ; which 
dreads annihilation, and grasps on immortality. 

Is Christ the perfect pattern of moral dignity, and the 
express image of the Father ? beware then, of every species 
of sin, which will fatally deform your character and produce 
an irreconcilable dissimilarity. Be this the utmost bound 
and highest acme of your glory, to will as God wills,—pos- 
sess the same mind that was also in Jesus. In pursuing that 
sublime sphere of benevolent action in which you see God 
acts ; and walk in the same path that was once travelled by 
a heavenly traveller, even the Saviour. Would you sup- 
port,the dignity of your nature ? be not insensible to the mul- 
tiformed works of boundless wisdom and goodness, which 
on all sides challenge your highest adoration ; harken te 
the expressive silence of nature’s voice ; let your heart- 
strings vibrate with the same universal joy which thrills 
through the whole animate creation. Yes, let thy heart 
feel, and thy tongue express that love, happiness, and sub- 
mission, which the lower orders of being can neither feel 
nor express. Let not the sacrifice of constant gratitude and 
praise cease to ascend from the altar of your heart to God, 
who has so highly exalted you above them, by the’ sure. 
hopes of a glorious immortality. 

A. * H MO. 


MEMOIR OF ANN ELLSWORTH. 


The particular attention our Lord Jesus Christ bestowed 
upon children, and the frequent allusions he ‘made to their 
state and character in giving instructions of divine wisdom, 
lay upon parents and teachers peculiar obligations to seek. to 
know their state, andto watch over them with the most ten- 
der and faithful care. 

‘The followiag account of the death of a little child, may 
probably be read with profit, both by parents and children. 


Ann Ex.swortu, of East-Windsor, (Conn.) was born 
February 18th, 1817. She was blessed with a peculiarly 
amiable and.engaging disposition, and with pleasant man- 
ners, which secured her the friendship of all that knew her. 
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48 Memoir of Ann Ellsworth. 


From the time she was able to read, (which was at a very 
early period of her life,) she manifested a great fondness 
for books ; particularly those of a religious kind. She had 
committed to memory many lessons of piety from the Holy 
Scriptures, and from hymns for infant minds, at home, at 
the common school, and at the Sabbath school. 

Towards the close, or rather, a little after the middle of 
the sixth year of her age, she was taken with a lingering 
sickness of which she never -recovered. During her sick- 
ness, she repeatedly would say, “ I have no desire to live, I 
had rather die and go to heaven and live with God, than to 
live with my parents.” A few hours before she died she 
called her parents to her, and affectionately took them by 
the hand, kissed them, and said, “ Farewell, I am going 
home to God.” Soon after this her sisters came from 
school. She expressed an anxious desire to see them ; and 
calling them to her, took each of them and her little brother 
by the hand, and said, “ Farewell sisters, farewell brother, 
till we all shall meet again. lam sorry for you: you 
must be good children. Iam going home to God.” She 
took leave also of one of her school-mates in the same affec- 
tionate manner. Being somewhat exhausted in speaking, 
she rested a few minutes. Soon after this, opening her eyes 
and surveying the circle that stood around her, she fixed her 
attention upon one of them, and said, “ who is that 2” Being 
told it was the schoolmaster, she expressed a desire to read to 
him; her hymn-book being given her, she immediately 
turned to the hymn she desired to find, and read this verse : 


“ My heavenly Father ! I confess, 
That all thy ways are just 
Although I sink in deep distress, 
And now draw near the dust.” 


Then with a trembling voice, added, “ I can’t read any 
more,” and soon expired. 

She died about two months before the end of her sixth 
year, December 24th, 1822. 

Do not the interesting life, the early and instructive death 
of this child, and of all others of this description, admonish 
all parents to be diligent and persevering in watchfulness 
and prayer, that they may bring up their children “in the 


% ad ae ee 
PSR ey ee 3 





‘ . 
ax Sa. nat aU. Sa le hoagie al ie kN 


ae 
. ¥ 
pete 


Baise sips ello 


2 ati tame 


<a 
Bert VON ~ 


eel 
Se Sa ae 


The New Heart. 49 


nurture and admonition of the Lord ;” and thus be instru- 
mental of leading them in early life to love the instruction 
of Divine Wisdom, and desire heaven as their happiest 
home. Moses F1Fte.p, Jun. 


N. Y. Youth’s Guardian. 


—— 


THE NEW HEART. 


Frances.—My dear Mary Ann, I have attended to yout 
xind advice in reading my Bible, and I find several places 
speak of having a new heart ; and as you said you would 
explain any thing, may I ask you the reason of that ? 

Mary Ann.—l am very happy to hear you ask such a 
question, because it proves that you attend to your Bible ; 
it is of very little use to read it without ; we ought indeed to 
pray over it, because no one can understand what they read 
unless the Spirit of God (which is called the Holy Spirit) 
applies it to the heart. Our hearts by nature are, in Scrip- 
ture, repeatedly compared to a stone, which can have no . 
feeling, as it respects divine things, till softened by the 
power of God ; there it is that the new heart, as it is called 
by a figure of speech, is given unto us. 

Frances.—1 recollect the verse, “ A new heart wiil I 
give you, and I will put a right spirit within you ;” that is 
what you mean. 

Mary Ann.—Yes, my dear ; our gracious God is wil- 
ling to give whatever we ask for through faith in Jesus 
Christ. That “ new heart” which he promises is an entire 
change of disposition, or being born again, as our Lord said 
to Nicodemus, and without which we can never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. It is a heart susceptible of his love ; 
a heart that has fresh desires and new inclinations ; and this 
He will give, if we go humbly to his throne ef grace and ask 
him for it ; for He has said, ask and ye shall receive : and 
if we obtain this new heart, it must be through Christ, who 
died for sinners ; and we shall also receive a right spirit 
with it, which is the Spirit of God. And is not all this, my 
dear girl, worth asking for P 

Vou. VI. 5 
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50 The New Heart. 


Frances.—But have we not at present feeling hearis ; 
what kind of a heart is it that we now possess ? 

Mary Ann.—Our hearts and inclinations by nature are 
full of sin, till God in his great mercy changes them: you 
know that we are all born in sin, so that by nature we are 
very far from God—we do not desire him—he is not natu- 
rally in all our thoughts—we love to think of other things 
and not of God, which is a breach of the first commandment, 
and clearly proves that our hearts are not right in the sight 
of him with whom we have to do. 

Frances.—If 1 should very much wish to have a new 
heart, tell me how I couid obtain it ? 

Mary Ann. Ihave dene that already. If you were 
anxious to obtain any thing from a kind parent, what method 
would you pursue ? 

Frances.—I would ask for it. 

Mary Ann.—But if they refused your petition, and it was 
any thing that you had a great desire for, and which you 
knew it was in their power to give, what would you do then ? 

Frances.—O then I would plead most earnestly for it; I 
would entreat them with all my power, till I had, if possible, 
prevailed, and gained from them the thing that I so mach 
desired. 

Mary Ann.—Now, my dear, I can answer your question. 
What is there that an earthly parent can bestow, compared 
with a new heart ? And if you would plead so much for an 
earthly gratification, how much more ought you to plead with 
God for his promised blessing? Is not this, worth asking 
for ? 

Frances.—Does a new heart include every blessing ? 

Mary Ann.—My dear girl, a new heart includes every 
blessing from God, because we must love him if we have zu 
new heart, and then it will be our constant desire to please 
him ; and if you know when you desire to please any one, 


you may know when it is your desire to please God 3 and if 


you ask sincerely for a new heart, and his grace, and bles- 
sing, | doubt not but you will receive them: you must be 
convinced that you are a sinner, and be very earnest in 
your supplications at a throne of grace. 

Frances.—Permit me then to ask if 1 shall receive those 
* blessings as a reward - 
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The New Heart. 51 


Mary Ann.—Can a sinful worm do any thing that will 
merit reward in the sight of God ? OQ no, my dear, it will 
be by the grace of God alone if our hearts be ever renewed ; 
we cannot do the least thing that will merit his favour. As 
sinners we are very displeasing in his sight, but if we obtain 
his pardon and a new heart, we shall think it our highest 
honor and greatest privilege to do his will. 

Frances.—Well, but if [try to be very good in acts ot 
kindness, and attend strictly at a place of worship and to the 
word of God, shall I not by those means obtain his favor ? 

Mary Ann.—Do you not recollect the Pharisee,—that was 
his character ; such persons deceive their own souls under 
a cloak of religion : recollect the word of God says, “ there 
is none that doeth good, no not one ;” then where is our 
goodness to come from but from God, who alone is the giver 
of every good and perfect gift. When we worthless sinners 
approach the throne of grace, we ought to use the Publican’s 
petition, and cry, “ God be merciful to me a sinner,” and 
constantly pray for true repentance and his grace to do the 
will of our heavenly Father. 


“ Oto grace how great a debtor 
Daily 1’m eonstrained to be ; 

Let thy grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind our wandering hearts to thee.” 


Frances.—My dear sister, I shall follow your instructions, 
ind though we must be separated for a time, yet I hope I 
shall be able to go to a throne of grace and answer to the 
command, * Give me thine heart ;” and the answer I wish 
to make is, “ Yes, Lord, my heart will I give thee.” 

“Mary Ann.—It affords me inexpressible pleasure to hear 
you say so 5 may you have strength to perform your resolu- 


tion, and bear in mind the words of ihe Psalmist : “ Wait on 
uelbor he of good courage, and he shall strengthen ths 
heart: wait I say on the Lord. 


“Prayer from an humble sinner’s heart 
When raised to Christ above, 

Will be received, and he'll impart 
The blessings of his love.” 
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Walks of Usefulness. 


Frances.—I am sorry we cannot have a little more con- 
versation on the subject now, but when we meet again I 
hope we shall. 

Mary Ann.—In the mean time if you study your Bible in 
& praying spirit, you will find other questions of importance 
to ask me ; and I assure you, my love, it would greatly in- 
crease my happiness, should our conversation be made the 
means of leading you tothe Saviour, through whose atoning 
blood alone we can be saved, and through whom we must 
approach the Father in all our supplications.—Y. M. 


WALKS OF USEFULNESS, 
iN AND ABOUT THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


( Condinued from p. 25.) 


As I passed along, 1 saw a sign’ which had the following 
jascription: ‘ All kinds of armour sold here.” I walked in 
and immediately perceived that it was kept by a Jew. He 
was very polite and put himself in a posture to obey any 
order. “ Sir,” said I, “ you advertise all kinds of armour, 
but I am afraid you have not the articles of most importance 
to ‘a good soldier.’ ‘“ Dat I have, sir, 1 assure you :— 
I have gun, rifle, pistol, of all sizes; long sword, and broad 
sword, and every odder article you can mention, and as 
good as can be found in dis city.” “ But the armour of 
which I speak is of a peculiar quality, and I suspect you are 
not acquainted with it.” “ I be acquaint,” said he, “ with de 
best armouries in Europe, and I know every weapon which 
be use by gentleman.” “ Well then,” said I, “ the ar- 
mour which I wish is the Christian armour, and can> 
supply me with this °”” The good Israelite knew hise 
interest too well to quarrel with any man on account of his 
religion; and I suspect that one kind of religion wasyas ac- 
ceptable to him as another: “ for all are not Israel that are 
of Israel, neither because they are the seed of Abraham are 
they all children.” He smiled at my remarks and said 
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Walks of Usefulness. 5-9 @ 


é 
® Vat is your Christian armour.” I told him, I would de- 
scribe it to him in the language of one of his own kinsmen 
according to the flesh; who was once a zealous advocate for 
the ceremonial institutions of Moses, and “ who thought 
that he ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth.” The exhortation, in which this ar- 
mour is mentioned runs thus: “ wherefore take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day: stand therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth, and having on the breast plate of righteousness, 
and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace ; above all taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.” Have you any of this 
armour to dispose of,” said I. Ile shook his head and 
smiled contemptuously. I told him “I always kept a sup- 
ply of the last mentioned article by me, which I dispose of 
without money ; and every one who diligently uses this,” 
said I, “ will obtain all the remainder in due time. This 
sword of the Spirit is quick and powerful, piercing even to - 
the dividing assunder of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the hearts.” I pulled 
out a New Testament from my pocket and begged him to 
accept it. He shook his head again. ‘ But many of your 
nation,” said I,“ are turning to the Lord ; the time is ap- 
proaching when ‘Israel shall rejoice in him that made him 
and the children of Zion shall be joyful in their king.’ ” 
‘‘ Unto them pertain the promises of God.” “ They are 
beloved for the fathers’ sakes,” “ and God will yet arise and 
have mercy upon his people.” “In different™parts of 
Europe many of the Jews are ‘looking upon him whom 
their nation pierced.’ ‘They have found him of whom 
Moses and the prophets did write.’ God is removing the 
blindness which hath happened to Israel, and taking away 
the vail which hath covered their hearts.” I continued this 
strain of conversation for some time, and I thought he seem- 
ed to listen with some interest, as # he was saying to himself 
“are these things so?” I again asked him if he would ac- 
cept the “ Sword ofthe Spirit”? which I held in my hand? 
‘It can do you no injury, and if you read it carefully, and 
* 
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54 Walks of Usefuinese. 
in the temper of holy David, whom you profess to venerate, 
you will receive good from it. Let me entreat you to 
offer up the same petition that he did, when he sat down to 
study the word of God. ‘Open thou mine eyes that I may 
behold wonderful things out of thy law.’?” He took the 
Testament in a hesitating manner, but said he would read it. 
As I passed near the Manhattan wells I was accosted by 
some carmen, who carry water about the city to sell. I was 
asked if I wished a barrel of water. 


andan hourly supply ; it is much more refreshing than the 
water of these wells : it is a “fountain of living waters,” it is 
always full and overflowing, and there is sufficient for all the 
inhabitants of this city.” The men looked at each other 
and then at me, as if they thought me a fit subject for the lu- 
natic hospital. But one whispered to the other and said, 
“I suspect this is that queer fellow who has done so much 
good in his strange way, let us see what he will say for him- 
self” “ Well said he” smiling, “if your fountain is such as 
you describe it, perhaps you will let us have some of the 
water.” “ That I will, sir, as much as you like, for the 
owner of the fountain gave me orders to invite people to 
come and ‘take the water freely,’ but I must first point out 
the particular qualities of the water, and when I have done 
this, perhaps you will not wish it. But E can tell you in the 
beginning that you will not be able to make money out of 
it; you will find but few, who will desire it at any rate, and 
some of these are so poor, that they must have it “ without 
price.” The rich commonly dislike this water, because it is 
so pure, that it seems to them insipid. There are a few, how- 
ever, who are fond of it, and they ‘count it more than their 
necessary food.’ They can no more live and thrive without 
it, than a plant can flourish under the beaming heat of the 
sun, without dew or rain. This water then, is called ‘the 
water of life,’ and it proceeds from a fountain opened in a 
rock by the stroke of a divine rod many hundred years ago. 
Ever since that time the waters have continued to flow in 
abundance, and multitudés have drank of them, to their 
great comfort and joy. ‘Whoso drinketh of the waters’ 


which you carry about the city, ‘ shall thirst again, but who- 
soever drinketh of the water that I will give him, shall never 





“No,” was the reply, 
- “J have a fountain of my own from which I receive a daily 
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The Happy Max. 53 


thirst, but the water that I shall give him, shall be in hima 
well of water springing up into everlasting life.’ ” “I per- 
ceive, sir,’’ said one of the carmen, “that you speak figura- 
tively and tell us not of earthly but of heavenly things. f 
think I know something of the virtues of the water you de- 
scribe : but I found it to be in the first place necessary to 
cleanse me from sin before I had any relish for it to comfort 
my soul.” “ Thou art right, friend,” said I, “ this fountain 
is opened for sin and uncleanness, as well as fer the conso- 
lation of mankind, and none consider it of much value until 
they become sensible of their pollution, and apply its puritly- 
ing and healing virtue to their souls, I therefore say ‘ Ho 
every one that thirsteth come ye to the waters.’”? The is- 
sue of this interview was different from what the men had 
expected. They calculated on a little sport, with one whom 
they considered as a very odd fellow; but they appeared 
solemn under my address. Sensible that I had gained some 
advantage I continued to press my exhortation in a feeling 
manner, until some of them were affected. I urged them to 
go immediately to Christ and ask of himjthe living water 
which they needed to save them from  perishing. They - 
thanked me for the interest I manifested in their welfare, and 
some of them promised they would attend a prayer meeting 
the next evening at a place which I mentioned, “ where 
prayer is wontto be made.” 
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THE HAPPY MAN. ail 


Various opinions are entertained in respect to true hap- 
piness. All are in pursuit of happiness, while their corse 
of conduct are very unlike. ‘The following description of 
the man, who is truly happy, will be admitted as just, by 
those who are governed by the truths of the Bible. 

This man was born in the city of Regeneration, in the 
Parish of Repentance unto life. He received his early edu- 
cation at the school of Obedience, and now lives in Perse- 
verance. He works at the trade of diligence, notwithstand- 
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56 The True Gentleman. 


ing he has a large estate in the town of Christian content- 
ment, and many times does jobs of self-denial ; he wears 
the plain dress of humility, and has a better suit to put on 
when he goes to court, called the robe of Christ’s righteous- 
ness ; he often walks in the valley of self-abasement, and not 
unfrequently ascends the mountains of spiritual-mindedness. 
He breakfasts every morning on spiritual prayer, and sups 
every evening upon the same : he has meat to eat, that the 
world knows not of, and his drink is the sincere milk of the 
word. Happy is he who lives in this manner, who has gos- 
pel submission in his will; due order in his affections ; sound 
peace in his breast ; real divinity in his soul ; the Redeem- 
er’s yoke upon his neck ; the vain world under his feet ; a 
crown of glory on his head. Happy is the life, and happy 
will be the death of such an one. In order to attain to this 
happiness, pray fervently ; believe firmly ; wait patiently ; die 
daily ; work abundantly ; watch your heart; guide your 
senses ; redeem your time ; love Christ ; and long for glory. 


mee 


THE TRUE GENTLEMAN. 


A real gentleman is God’s servant, the world’s master 
and his own man. Virtue is his employment; study his 
recreation ; contentedness his rest ; and happiness his re- 
ward. God is kis father ; the Church his mother; the 
saints his brethren ; all that need him are his friends.— 
Heaven is his inheritance ; religion his mistress ; loyalty 
and justice his two ladies of honor. Devotion is his chap- 
lain ; chastity his chamberlain ; sobriety his butler ; tem- 
perance his cook ; hospitality his housekeeper ; providence 
his steward ; charity his treasurer ; piety is the mistress of 
his house ; and discretion his servant to let out and in, as is 
most fit. Thus is his whole family made up of virtues, and 
he is the master of his family. He is necessitated to pass 
this world in his way to heaven, but he walks by faith as far 
as he can, and all his employment by the way, is to make 
himself and others happy. ‘To describe him in two words ; 
heisaman anda Christian. 
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Concern for Children. 57 


CONCERN FOR CHILDREN. 


Should the question be asked many parents, do you wish your 
children to become real Christians P would not thier hearts 
answer, “ Yes—but not now /”? Our daughters are just ac- 
quiring those accomplishments which are necessary for ac- 
ceptance in the circles in which they are to move ; and they 
are those, for which serious piety would give them a 
disinclination. True, they might be amiable at home, 
well informed, and pleasing companions for the fire- 
side ; but this is not what the world requires, and however 
it may be desired and expected after marriage, it is not at 
all necessary before. We wish them now to have as much 
religion as will save them from every outward immorality, 
and when they have families, an addition would no doubt be 
necessary. Should they become widows, they will want 
still more—and especially at the hour of death when the 
smiles of the world can no longer be of service, may they 
then be ardent in love, strong in faith, and go triumphing 
over the last enemy. Nor are the objections to the prema- 
ture religion in our sons, fewer. ‘They must be fitted to dive, 
acquire wealth and honour in society, to merit and enjoy the 
eclat of the world, to meet all its deceptions, intrigues and 
plets. ‘The simplicity of the gospel and the spirit of Christ 
would be quite incompatible with many arts, which, for the 
sake of the favour of men, they must practise. We wish 
them now to be moral, to frequent no bad company, nor in- 
deed any other, except it be the society of those whose wealth 
or influence might help to bring them forward. And when 


_ they have established themselves in the world, and acquired 


a fortune, then may God grant them grace, and prepare 
them for future happiness. 

Christian parents, do such thoughts as these lurk in your 
hearts? You at once answer, No. Why_then not restrain 
your children, as far as possible, from evil example? “ He 
that walketh with the wise shall be wise, but a companion of 
fools shall be destroyed.” And no one can watch the 
force of sinful example upon youth, without feeling and ac- 
knowledging, that it is really the work of God, W any are 
saved, as was the deliverance of the three children from the 
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ie Concern for Children. 


fiery furnance. But you say that they cannot be accom- 
plished without such an intercourse with the world, as will 
expose them to these temptations. If that be granted, what 
follows ? That you have concluded, rather to risk their sal- 
vation, than tose the accomplisiment ? And is not this the 
essence of your language ? 

If you wish them to be Christians indeed, why do you not 
set the example ? Would you desire them to feel towards the 
family of man as Christ felt, why then do they see you ad- 
mitting those distinctions between the poor and the rich, 
which are entirely contrary to the spirit by which he acted. 
To some, at least, I may add, why if you desire heaven’s 
best blessings upon them, do you not pray with and for them, 
and diligently teach, them the commandments of the Lord 
our God, knowing that although the best instructions have no 
power to change the heart, yet He, whose prerogative it is, 
has said, “ Train up achild in the way he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” You see them 
pursuing the follies and vanities of the world, and often- 
times, when in words you slightly reprove, does not your 
countenance show that the hope of their gaining admiration, 
wealth and honour, buoys up your spirits as much as it 
elates theirs? And will not this admiration which you de- 
sire, and they pursuc, have the most fatal tendency to des- 
troy their souls? Do not be deceived, God has ordained 
family relations as the most powerful means in nature, if pa- 
rents are faithful, for the conversion of souls. But if they be 
unfaithful, all the tendencies which He designed fora no- 
bler end, will naturally waft them down to destruction. O 
that Christian parents would arouse from their dream! There 
is a manner of admonition, which has very little power to 
produce effect. It is that which flows from languid feeling, 
and half Christian desires. It is an effort made to satisfy con- 
science but is not pleasing to God. Parents ought first to 
feel deeply the subject themselves, to be careful that their 
example correspond with their exhortation; and then, tak- 
ing advantage of that affection which subsists between them 
and their children, urge home the importance of “ seeking 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” O pa- 
rents, are you willing to lead to hell these sauls which you 
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To-Morrow. 59 


ave introduced into existence ? The word of God is sure, 
and every promise of His immutable. If you are found 
faithful, He will assaredly crown your labours with success. 


TO-MORROW. 


With all the pensiveness of grief and bitterness of self re- 
proach, I lately turned my steps towards the house of a 
Christian friend. On entering the abode where I[ had ever 
been greeted with smiles, I was surprised to find nothing but 
sadness like\my own. Conscious guilt suggested the suspi- 
cion, that they knew and reproached me for my neglect ; 
but my friends soon undeceived me, by pouring into my bo- 
som her Jamehtations for the Joss of an only child. 

“ Alas!” cried she, “my Henry is gone! But three days 
ago he was romping about in full health, when, suddenly, he 
sickened with a fever, which seemed to lie chiefly in his 
head 3 and he has this morning breathed his last ! 3 

I struggled with myself, summoned up resolution, amd - 
made an awkward attempt at consolation, while my own 
heart hung heavy in my breast; but I was struck dumb, 
when the afflicted parent, fetching a deep sigh from the bot- 
tom of her heart, exclaimed,” Ah! Sir, these consolations 
might assuage my grief for the loss of my child, but they 
cannot blunt the stings of my conscience, which are as dag- 
gers to my heart! It was but last week that Iwas thinking my 
Henry is now twelve years of age ; his mind is now rapidly 
expanding; I know he thinks and feels beyond the measure 
of his years; anda foolish backwardness has hitherto kept 
me from entering so closely into serious conversation with 
him, as to discover the real state of his mind, and make a 
vigorous effort to lead his heart to God. I then resolved to 
seize the first opportunity to discharge a duty so weighty to 
the conscience of a Christian and the heart of a parent; but, 
day after day my foolish and deceitful heart said, “ I will do 
it ‘T'o-morrow” till the very day he was taken ill. I had re- 
solved to talk with him that evening; and when he first 
complained of his head, I was half pleased with the thought 
that this might lead him to listen more seriously to what I 
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To-Morrouw. 


should say. But O, Sir! his pain and fever increased so 
rapidly, that I was obliged to put him to bed; and, as he 
seemed inclined to doze, I was glad to leave him to rest. 
From this time he was never sufliciently sensible for conversa- 
tion ; and now he is gone into eternity, and left me distract- 
ed with uncertainty, concerning the salvation of his precious 
soul. I know he had arrived to the period when he must 
be judged as an accountable creature ; for I have several 
times observed in him such efforts of reason and conscience 
as surpassed many who had seen twice his years. I recol- 
lect the favourable symptoms I have discovered, and for a 
moment, hope that the Good Shepherd had gathered the 
lamb into his bosom. But then, again, I cry, if it should not 
have been so! That thought plunges me back again into the 
depths of distress. Dilatory wretch! had it not been my 
own sin, [ might now have been consoling myself with the 
satisfactory conviction of having discharged the duty of a 
Christian parent, and enjoying the delightful assurance of 
meeting my child before the throne of the Lamb! O the curs- 
ed sin of procrastination! O ! the ruinous delusion that lurks 
in the word To-morrow. | 

You may readily conclude that I sympathized with the 
agonizing parent, but cannot easily conceive what I felt on be- 
ing obliged to say to her, “ My friend, if that cannot afford 
any consolation, I must own ‘to you that I am distracted with 
reflections similar to your own. Perhaps you observed, 
when I came in, that 1 was thoughtful and dejected, and that 
it was a forced effort‘which I made for your relief. I had 
but just returned from a house which was to me, as well as, 
to the family, a house of mourning. I was sent for yester- 
day to visit a sick man, as I fancied that I was ther engaged, 
I promised to call and see them To-Morrow. But when I 
went there To-Day I was shocked to lear that he was dead, 
especially as I had reason to fear for his external state ; and 
his wife said he was very anxious to seeme.” Unwilling to 
pour “ vinegar upon nitre,” I refused indulgence to my own 
feelings ; and, after feebly pointing my distressed friend to 
some of the consolations of the gospel, I withdrew. As I 
returned home, I was surprised and confounded to observe 
how differently my excuses now appeared, and how light 
they proved when weighed in the balance against a sinner’s 
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exernal interests.—Stupid and cruel wretch! to prefer my 
own convenience to my brother’s salvation! And can D’pre- 
tend to be a disciple of him who came even fram Heaven 
“‘ to seek and to save that which was lost, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.”—Whiat are the advantages of a few 
hours’ business, when compared with eternal joys or pains ? 
«¢ Lord, lay not this sin to my charge, nor let the blood of 
my brother’s soul rest upon my mind, and blast the future 
success of those employments, for which I left his to perish 
in his sins! Grant me to learn hence, to abhor, through all 
my future life, the thought of deferring the concerns of souls 
till To-Morrow /” Christians, Parents, Ministers, learn wis- 
dom from my folly : obey the voice that says, ‘‘ Go, work 
To-day in my vineyard ;” -To-morrow is none of yours. 
‘ Sinners, to-day, if ye will hear the voice of Christ, harden 
not your hearts, lest he swear in his wrath that you shall not 
enter into his rest.’—Lor. E. Mag. 





+ - 


JUVENILE EXPOSITOR. 


He that passeth by and meddleth with strife belonging not 
to him, is like one that taketh a dog by, the ears.— 
Prov. xxvi. 17. 


Little H. came home one day, with his clothes torn, and 
dirty, the blood and tears flowing over his face, and the air 
echoing with his cries and lamentations. The house wat 
soon alarmed, and in tumult ; one crying out, What is the 
matter ? another conjectured, that this ‘boy, "and a third, 
that such a wicked wretch had been the cruel perpetrator 
of allthe mischief. One was running for the doctor, another 
for the justice and sheriff, to have such villians taken care 
of immediately. In the midst of the confusion no one had 
waited to know what the matter was, or who had done the 
sreat mischief. The father-came in, and found the whole 
house in confusion, every one endeavouring to speak at the 
same time, to tell what they did not know. Mr. E. with a 
gentle motion of his hand, demanded attention and silence, 


and proceeded to interrogate H. as to the cause of his mis- 
Vou. VI. 6 
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fortunes. It was soon found he had been pestering a cottt« 
tryman’s dog, who had been left with his master’s load; and 
that the dog had scratched him, and torn his clothes, and 
thrown him down in the mud and filth ; in falling, he had 
made his nose bleed ; but that no real injury had been sus- 
tained. “ It appears then, that you have been meddling with 
what you ought not, and that you have been taking the dog 
by the ears, my son. Had the man to whom the load. be- 
longed came and whipped you, he would have done you 
justice. But his faithful dog, has done you far less injury 
than you had reason to expect, or than you have merited. 
Let this circumstance teach you never to meddle with what 
does not belong to you. When you pass by a cart that has 
fruit, or an orchard, or garden, or any other place where you 
have no right to meddle with what is there, recollect this 
faithful dog, who has given you the salutary admonition not 
to meddle with what is not your own. When you are at 
school, if two of your school-fellows get into a dispute let 
this aflair remind you, that to meddle with their dispute, 
which don’t belong to you, will only be taking the dog by 
the ears; and you may rouse one, if not both of them to 
treat you much worse than you have now been used by 
the dog. You ought to be ashamed of your meddlesone 
and foolish conduct. What confusion have you caused in 
the family ? What unjust judging of others ? How foolish 
would you and the rest of the family have appeared if the 
justice and sheriff had been called to have instituted a pro- 
secution against a dog!!! I hope it may serve as a cau- 
tion to all here, not to be too hasty to meddie with a matter 
before they know it.”” Very truly did Solomon call such 
fools as did so. This scene presents but a faint, though 
just picture of the consequences of meddling with what 
does not concern us. The dog will be roused, and trouble 


will ensue.—R. JI. Rel. Intel. 


Eccies. xii. 11.—The words of the wise are as goads, and 
nails fastened by the master of Assemblies. 


Mr. B. was going to divine worship on Lord’s day evening, 
and was overtaken by several thoughtless young men whe 
were rambling about for amusement: a practice too common 
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su this blessed day. One of them said to the other, where 
are you going ? He replied, looking forward to the man just 
before them. I'll follow that fellow, for he knows the road 
to every place. Mr. B. turning round said, “ It is well if he 
knows the roadto heaven.” ‘The young men passed on and 
nothing more was said ; nor did Mr. B. hear of the effect of 
his words fer several years, when at a meeting about ten 
miles from home one evening, he met with the man of whom 
it was said, “that fellow knows the read to every place.’ 
The man came up to him and related the long forgotten cir 

cumstance, and told him his words made a deep impression 
on his mind. “ I thought,” said he, *‘ liave I lived so long, 
and do not know the way to heaven.” ‘This word being 
seasonably and suitably spoken, was a nail in a sure place, 
which was fastened by the master of assemblies. Were peo- 
ple to live piously, their minds would be fruitful, and they 
would not lack a fit word to speak on any occurrence which 
might occur. ‘That we may always be ready to every good 
word as well as work, we must be familiar with the holy 
scriptures, live under a sense of the fear, and in the love of 
God; then from the abundance of the heart the mouth-wilk 
speak.—R. I. Rel. Intel. 


Cursed be he that removeth thy neighbour’s land-mari:— 
Devt. xxvii. 17. 


A child on reading this passage, inquired of his father, 
what it meant. “I will tell you, my son,” replied the fa- 
ther. “A land-mark is any thing placed as a boundary be- 
tween lands owned by different persons. In open, or clear- 
ed lands, it is common to place stones, stakes, or other mon- 
uments, to show where the dividing lines run. In woodlands, 
it isthe usual practice to cut and mark trees which stand 
on the lines of division between the lots. These, there- 
fore, being the acknowledged evidences of property, to re- 
move them would be to defraud another person of his right, 
and would be a direct breach of the eighth commandment. 
‘Thou shalt not steal.” God here threatens the dreadful 
curse of his displeasure on any person who shall use this 
way of defrauding another of his right ; and it is considered 
tm the Scriptures, as more heinous to remove the landmarks of 
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the widow and fatherless, than of others, inasmuch as they 
are more helpless and destitute, and less able to detect fraud, 
and seek redress. 

That you may not forget the sinfulness of this act, I will 
relate to you the following story, which I had from the mouth 
of the man who did the improper deed ; and whom for dis- 
tinction’s sake I shall call Jacob, and his neighbour, 
tsaac, as it would be improper to use their real names. Jacob 
agreed with Isaac for a lot of wild land, for a certain price, to 
pay at a given time. He took possession, cleared a part, 
and erected buildings thereon. When the time of payment 
came, Isaac would not give him a deed without a greater 
sum than was agreed on; and as no writings had been 
drawn, nor could other evidence be procured of the agree- 
ment, Jacob submitted to necessity and paid the additional 
sum. 

It so happened, that the Jand-marks on the side of the lot 
adjoining to the land owned by Isaac, had not been distinct- 
ly made, or had fallen intodecay. Jacob was a surveyor of 
land, and was called on by his neighbour Isaac to run the 
lines. It was now suggested to him, that he might so run 
the line as to alter the land-marks, and include as much 
more land as to make up for the extra price he had been 
obliged to pay. He-set his compass, run the line, and made 
the boundaries accordingly. Isaac suspected nothing wrong, 
and was perfectly satisfied. Sometime after, Jacob was 
awakened to a sense of his sins, and his conscience smote 
him for what he had done in this affair. He had a fearful 
sense of the curse of God, lying on him for removing his 
neighbour’s land-mark. He strove to satisfy his mind, by 
pleading that he had only taken his right, &c. But this text 
sounded like thunder in his ears. He sought the Lord by 
prayer, and resolved rather to suffer than do wrong. God 
blessed him with peace and pardon. He went to Isaac and 
rectified the line, and restored the Jand-marks. Let this sto- 
ry guard you against fraud—let it teach you rather to suffer 
wrong—to bear oppression with patience, rather than to take 
an improper method to obtain redress. Let it remind you that 
ill-gotten gain will be accompanied with the curse of God’s 
displeasure ; and that restitution is the only sure way to the 
favour of God and peace of mind. Let the land-marks 
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serve to teach you to regard other people’s rights, and never 
indulge the wicked temptation of removing or destreying the 
evidences of property of any kind. Little children are guil- 
ty of a sin, which is in its nature the same as removing the 
Jand-marks, when they try to change or alter the appearance 
of any articles belonging to others so that they may claim 
them as their own. This was the case with little John, when 
he scratched out the name of Joseph and put his own into the 
school-book. Remember this text, therefore, “‘ Cursed is he 
that removeth his neighbour’s land-mark.”—R. I. Rel. Int, 


THE STATE OF DOMINICA AND OTAHEITE CONTRASTED. 


Extract of a Letter from a Lady in the Island of Jersey. 


‘ We received Bast week a letter from my brother Samu- 
ei, dated Port Jackson, April. We can so seldom hear 
from him, but the arrival of one of his letters is quite a joy- 
ful event. He was on his way from Lima to Trimboymar 
lee, and had experienced many hardships owing to bad 
weather and shortness of provisions ; however, thank God, 
he is in good health, and writes in excellent spirits. He 
was quite delighted with his last voyage, and gives most cu- 
rious accounts of an engagement with the inhabitants of 
Dominica, who have no arms, but defend themselves by 
throwing stones, and are so desperate and careless of life, 
that the Captain thought it best to leave them to themselves, 
although we had been sent there by government to rescue a 
boat, with eight men, that had been taken by this people.— 
They are Cannibals, (or eaters of human flesh ;) and it is 
shocking to relate that these eight unfortunate men fell vic- 
tims totheir voracity. He gives a very different account of 
Otaheite. The missionaries have been so zealous, that they 
have converted all the inhabitants to Christianity ; they are 
now quite ashamed of their former objects of worship, and 
are industrious, humane, and religious.’ 

This article suggests three reflections :—1. To what a 
brutal, degraded state is mankind sunk without the light of 
the glorious gospel! Savage, fierce, revengeful, “ without 
natural affection,” Jiterally “ devouring one another,” and 
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LO Canine Sagacity, &c- 


destitute of all ihe comforts, decencies, and humanities of 
civilized life.-—2. What a blessing is the gospel, even as it af- 
fects the temporal interests of man! A few years back, the 
inhabitants of Otaheite were living in similar ignorance and 
barbarity to that which disgraces Dominica. And what has 
produced the change? Missionary zeal has carried to their 
shores the inestimable treasures of divine truth ; they have 
been taught the arts of civilized life, and their ‘minds have 
been roused to feelings of humanity, propriety, and intelli- 
gence. ‘They seek moral and religious instruction—they 
are ashamed of their former- senseless idolatry—they have 
built places of worship dedicated to the service of the true 
God—their own habitations assume the appearance of de- 
cency and comiort—‘ they are industrious, humane, and re- 
ligious.’——3. Such effects, however desirable, are by no means 
all that the gospel is designed to produce : it does much for 
our outward comfort ; but unless it does more for our hearts 
it has failed of its chief object. “ Except a man be born 
again,”’ however decent and moral his outward conduct, “ he 
cannot enter into the kingdom.” This the zeal of missiona- 
ries, the exertions of parents, ministers, and teachers can- 
not effect ; it is the work of God alone. We trust it has in 
many instances been performed on the poor Otaheitans.— 
Dear children! it is equally necessary to you: let it be your 
daily prayer, that God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, would shine into your hearts, to give you 
the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ—that you may be his “ workmanship, created anew 
in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
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CANINE SAGACITY AND AFFECTION, AND 
HUMAN INGRATITUDE. 


Captain Greg, an American officer, whose companions 
had been killed, and himself severely wounded, by some In- 
dians firing upon them from an ambush, had a small dog 
which accompanied him in his hunting, but to which he had 
been hitherto wholly inattentive, it now came up to him in 
#n apparent agony. and leaping around him in a variety of 
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involuntary motions, yelped, whined, and cried in an unu- 
sual manner, to the no sinall molestation of his master. 
Greg was lying on the ground, resting his head upon the 
body of his murdered friend, and, of course, not in a situa- 
tion to bear the disturbance even of affection. He tried, in 
every way which he could think of, to force the dog from 
him, but he tried in vain. At length wearied by his cries 
and agitations, and not knowing how to put an end to them, 
he addressed the animal as if he had been a rational being, 
‘“‘ If you wish so much to help me, go and call some one to 
my relief.” At these words the creature instantly left him, 
and run through the forest at full speed, to the great comfort 
of his master, who now hoped to die quietly. The dog 
made his way directly to three men belonging to the garri- 
son, who were fishing at the distance of a mile from the 
scene of this tragedy. As-soon as he came up to them he 
began to cry in the same afflicting manner, and advancing 
near them turned and went slowly back towards the point 
where his master lay, keeping his eye continually on the . 


men. All this he repeated several times, at length one of 


the men observed to his companions, that there was some- 
thing very extraordinary in the actions of the dog, and that 
in his opinion they ought to find out the cause. His com- 
panions were of the same mind, and they immediately set 
out with an intention to follow the animal whither he should 
lead them. After they had pursued him some distance and 
found nothing, they became discouraged. ‘The sun was set 
and the forest was dangerous ; they, therefore, determined 
to return. The moment the dog saw them wheel about, he 
began to cry with increased violence, and, coming up to the 
men, took hold of the skirts of their coats with his teeth, 
and attempted to pull them towards the point to which he 
had before directed their course. When they stopped 
again he leaned his back against the back part of their legs, 
as ifendeavouring to push them onward to his master. As- 
tonished at this conduct of the dog, they agreed, after a little 
deliberation, to follow him until he should stop. The ani- 
mal conducted them directly to his master. ‘They found 
him still living, and after burying the corporal as well as 
they could, they carried Greg to the fort. Here his wounds 
were dressed with the utmost care, and such assistance was 
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rendered to him as proved the means of restoring him to 
perfect health. This story I received from Captain Ed- 
ward Bulkeley, a respectable officer of General Parsons’ 
brigade. Greg himself, a few days before, communicated 
all the particulars to Capt. Bulkeley. I will only add, what I 
never think of without pain, and what I am sure every one 


of my readers will regret, that not long after a brutal fellow - 


wantonly shot this meritorious and faithful dog ! 


Dwight’s Travets. 
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THE SWEARER EFFECTUALLY REPROVED. 


I slept on the 22d of February, 1823, at T. M—’s at 
B—, where there were about 14 men lodging, on their re- 
turn from the fair of L—. During the night, they discours- 
ed loosely on worldly subjects. I watched closely for an 
Opportunity to tucn the conversation, and my anxiety was 
soon relieved, for they had not long conversed till one ot 
them swore a most tremendous oath in attestation of his as- 
sertion! I immediately reproved him for swearing. He 
said, he “heped it was no harm.” ‘“ No harm,” said I, 
* pray what can be more dreadful than to incur the wrath 
of God by a breach of his command ? Have you never read 
in the Scriptures how expressly God commands us to ‘ swear 
not at all,’ and what dreadful vengeance he denounces 
against all liars, cursers, and swearers?’ ‘The poor deluded 
creature replied (what indeed was too evident), that he had 
never read a word of the Scriptures. I expressed my pity 
for him with meekness and in love ; and then repeated such 
passages from holy writ, as I deemed necessary on the occa- 
sion. I lay in the same bed with him and his comrade that 
night, and before day-light next morning, he began to,ask 
me such questions as gave evidence that he was much affected, 
and convinced of the misery of his state as asinner. He told me 
his name, that he resided in the county M—, that he was 
bread a jockey (that is, one who goes from fair to fair, buy- 
ing and selling horses,) and that until that night he had ne- 
ver once thought about his soul. He added, that there was 
a Free School, and also a Sunday School within a mile and 
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a half of his place, and that he would certainly avail himself: 
of the opportunity afforded there of learning the Scriptures. 
I applauded his resolution, encouraged him to persevere, 
and parted with him, praying that the God of all grace, who 
is rich in mercy, may reveal himself to him, and make him 
an Israelite indeed, without guile-—From the Seventeenth 
Report of the Hibernian Society. 
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PALESTINE MISSION. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. KING. 


Mission at Jerusalem, May 10, 1823 

We left Egypt on Monday the 7th of April, and after 
having suffered much from the scorching winds of the desert,and 
for want of water, we had the happiness to enter the “ Promised 
Land.” We arrived at Gaza, in the land of the Philistines, 
Saturday the 19th, where we spent the ensuing Sabbath, and . | 
distributed about 40 copies of the New Testament, Psalter, 
and Genesis. Leaving Gaza, we passed by Askelon, 
through Ashdod, and arrived at Jaffa the 22d. Thursday 
ihe 24th, we left Jaffa, (formerly Joppa] and passed through 
Kamla, [the ancient Arimathea| arrived at Jerusalem on 
Friday the 26th, just one week before the Passover, as kept 
by the oriental Christians. 

Mr. Fisk and myself have taken lodgings on Mount Cal- 
vary, in one of the Greek convents called the “ Convent of 
the Arch-angel.” Mr. Wolff has taken lodgings with his 
brethren the Jews, to whom he daily expounds Moses and 
the Prophets, “ persuading them concerning Jesus from 
morning till evening.”—We are*all in pretty good health, 
though much wearied both in body and mind. 

“Our situation here is as tranquil, and our prospects as fa- 
vourable, as we could expect. Since our arrival, we have 
sold about seventy, and given away about forty New Testa- 
ments, besides between five and:six hundred tracts. The 
greater part of these were distributed within four or five 
days after our arrival. We have sometimes had thirty call 
upon us ina day, to purchase the Holy Scriptures, with 
which we are unable to supply them, on account of Bibles, 
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which we sent from Alexandria to Bairoat three months ago, 
hot having arrived. 
I am, Dear Sir, yours, affectionately, 
| JONAS KING. 
Last Monday we kept our first monthly Concert of Prayer 
on the Mount of Olives. 


THE VERMONT JUVENILE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


Has 88 auxiliaries, viz: in Bennington County, 4; Rutland 
Co. 11; Addison Co. 12; Chittenden, 12; Franklin, 
4; Orleans, 1; Essex, 1; Caledonia, 4; Washington, 4 ; 
Orange,9; Windsor, 15; Windham, 11. Rev. W. Cha- 
piv, is Clerk of the Directors, and Register of the Select 
Committee. The receipts of the Society from August 5th to 
Dec. 3d, 1823, were $805, 93. 


YOUTHFUL LIBERALITY., 


A few young Misses in Kennebunk-port, have collected 
the year past, twenty-five dollars, for promoting Christiani- 
ty among the Jews. May many others “Go and do like- 
wise.” 


= 
SABBATH SCHOCLS. 


Connected with the Sabbath School Union in Philadel- 
phia, are thirty-seven thousand children; with Sabbath 
Schools, in New-York, about eight thousand ; with all the 
Sabbath Schools in the United States, more than one hun- 
dred thousand. During the last year, eighteen teachers, and 
sixty six scholars connected with one Sabbath School in New 
York, became hopefully pious ; and during the seven years, 
since the Society was formed, four hundred and eighteen 
teachers and scholars. In another Society twenty-one teach- 
ers are preparing for the ministry. 
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EFFECTS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


It is with unfeigned thanks to the Father of mercies (ob- 
gerves a gentleman, in Ireland, who has made great exer- 
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tions to promote the education of the poor) [ would record 
the following fact, which is supported by the most accurate 
information. ‘There have been one hundred and fifty thou- 
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of the Hibernian Society, since its commencement, and I 
have never heard that one scholar, who had been educated 
by us, was arraigned for any crime. 





WARNING TO CHILDREN. 


Horatio Ball, aged 11 years, was charged with the mur- 
der of his school-fellow, aged 12 years, by stabbing him with 
a penknife. He was brought from prison and tried. by 
Judge Tilghman, in Philadelphia, a few days since. On ac- 
count of his extreme youth, he was not condemned for mur- 
der ; but the jury declared him guilty of manslaughter, and 
recommended him to the mercy of the Judge, who sentenced 
him to ten years imprisonment. 
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CASUALTY. 


A short time since, a little boy, about 4 years old, the child / 


of Mr. Badeaux, of Troy was burnt to death. It is suppos- 
; ed that while his mother was absent, he was playing about 
the hearth with a shaving in his hand, that the shaving took 
fire and communicated it to his clothes, and before any as- 
. sistance could be rendered, he was so dreadfully burnt as to 
be past cure. If he had been dressed in woollen, he would 
probably not have been injured; and the danger to children 
of cotton clothing in cold weather, when it is so pleasant te 
_ be near the fire, cannot be too frequently urged. 
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POETRY. 


The following lines on the death of Catharine Brown, were written by 
a Lady iu Massachusctts and were originally published in a paper in that 


State. 
CATHARINE’S GRAVE. 


Ah, Cherokee! where is the daughter of Brown ? 
She is resting beneath the tall tree, 

But her spirit, so spotless, has silently flown, 
Far away to Galvlatichi.* 


* The Cherokee name of the irue God. 


sand children and seven thousand adults entered the schools — 
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i Death mark’d her his prey in the blossom of youii!, 
From his grasp no Kind angel could save ; 
And innocence, meekness, religion and truth, 

All slumber in Catharine’s grave. a 
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The “ heralds of grace” drop affectionate tears, * 
The maids of the forest all mourn, 

£’en the heart of the warrior is sad when he hears, 
That the flower of the valley is gone. 
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Thou foet of the Indians who love the true Ged, 
Who hastcome from the Arkansaw wave, 

To stain thy sharp arrow in Cherokee blood, 
Step softly o’er Catharine’s grave. 


ft Ah, who is this youth, in whose bosom the fire 
| Of charity rises so high ; 
Who ardently pants in the land of his sire, 

To labour ior Jesus and die ? 


This youth is the brother belov’d of the maid 
Who sleeps in the dark “ narrow cave,” 

He hastes to the wood, where in childhood he play’d, 
To preach beside Catharine’s grave. 


Ye daughters who dwell in the pleasant green shade, 
Whom Catharine tenderly lov’d, 

She bade you repent—for your pardon she pray’d, 
And wept when she saw yeu unmov'd. 





) No more will she point you to Calvary’s scenes, 

7 Or tell you that Jesus will save ; | 

Come chan your soft dirges in sorrowful strains, 
As ye stand around Catharine’s grave, 





Though cold be her pillow, and dark her abode, 
i As the shades which at eventide play, 
; Invisible spirits encircle the sed, 


And watch her slow mouldering clay. 






How great is the joy of that heavenly choir, 
On each silent and beautiful eve, 

When to Jesus’s praise they wake the sweet lyre, 
As they bend over Catharine’s grave. 








Their notes softly sound through the silence of night, 
*¢ Dear Saviour ! all praise shall be thine, 

| Ere long in bright glory, the gospel’s pure light 

On each Cherokee dwelling will shine. 








And when at the voice of Galvlatichi, 
The dead their lone mansions shall leave, 

A form, wrapp’d in garments of light, we shall see 
Arising from Catharine’s grave.” 
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t The Osages. 





